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SENATE BI LL 5809

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fairley and Kohl-Welles

Read first tine 02/08/2005. Referred to Commttee on Human Services
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to jurisdiction of youth courts; and anendi ng RCW
3.72.010 and 3.72.030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW3.72.010 and 2002 ¢ 237 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) A court created under chapter 3.30, 3.46, 3.50, or 35.20 RCW
may create a youth court. The youth court shall have jurisdiction over
traffic infractions alleged to have been commtted by juveniles age
Si xteen or seventeen. The court may refer a juvenile to the youth
court upon request of any party or upon its own notion. However, a
juvenile shall not be required under this section to have his or her
traffic infraction referred to or disposed of by a youth court.

(2) To be referred to a youth court pursuant to this chapter, a
juveni l e:

(a) May not have had a prior traffic infraction referred to a youth
court;

(b) May not be under the jurisdiction of any court for a violation
of any provision of Title 46 RCW
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(c) May not have any convictions for a violation of any provision
of Title 46 RCW and

(d) Must acknow edge that there is a high |Iikelihood that he or she
woul d be found to have commtted the traffic infraction.

(3)(a) Nothing in this chapter shall interfere with the ability of
juvenile courts to refer matters to youth courts that have been
established to provide a diversion for matters involving juvenile
of fenders who are eligible for diversion pursuant to RCW 13.40.070 (6)
and (7) and who agree, along with a parent, guardian, or |eqgal
custodian, to conply with the provisions of RCWV13.40.600.

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall interfere with the ability of
student courts to work with students who violate school rules and
policies pursuant to RCW 28A. 300. 420.

Sec. 2. RCW3.72.030 and 2002 ¢ 237 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Youth courts provide a disposition nethod for cases involving
juveniles alleged to have commtted traffic infractions((;—+a—whieh)).
Youth courts may also provide diversion in cases involving juvenile
of fenders who are eligible for diversion pursuant to RCW 13. 40.070 (6)
and (7) and who agree, along with a parent, guardian, or |egal
custodian, to conply with the provisions of RCW 13.40.600. St udent
court prograns may also be available in schools to work with students
who violate school rules and policies pursuant to RCW 28A. 300.420.
Youth court participants, under the supervision of the court or an
adult coordinator, nmay serve in various capacities wthin the youth
court, acting in the role of jurors, |lawers, bailiffs, clerks, and
judges. Youth courts and student courts have no jurisdiction except as
provided for in this chapter, chapter 13.40 RCW and RCW 28A. 300. 420.
Youth courts and student courts are not courts established under
Article IV of the state Constitution.
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